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Seven Counties. One Region.

Southwest Michigan is a region built on innovation, hard work, and a strong sense of community. This map provides
a snapshot of key initiatives shaping our communities across industries, housing developments, infrastructure,
education, and beyond from 2022 to 2024. Each project represents a commitment to progress, collaboration, and
enhancing the quality of life for our residents. Explore the vibrant landscape of Southwest Michigan and discover
why our region continues to thrive as a destination for living, working, and building a brighter future together.
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Future-Proof Southwest Michigan
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Michigan ranked ?th for Top States

d for Business (CNBC)

Kalamazoo ranks 2tk for best places to live for
quality of life in the United States

Michigan is poised as the ée{'f state
for climate change

Michigan is the #7 state for fastest
foreign direct investment job growth

Michigan is the top state for energy
sector job growth

O

Jo learn more, vieit couthwestmichiganfirct.com or call 269.553.9588.

Kalamazoo ranks #7 in the U.S. for medical devices and
pharmaceutical employment among mid-sized MSAs
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Southwest Michigan is not only a great
place to live; it's a great place to do business.
Ranked ninth in CNBC's Top States for
Business, it boasts a diverse economy,
talented workforce, and one of the
Midwest's lowest cost origins. It's why
more than 20 Fortune 1000 companies
have invested here, drawn by our
region’s affordability and growth
potential. Plus, residents enjoy a

cost of living far below the

national average and plenty of

arts, entertainment, and

recreation options to choose

from. It's easy to see why
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Southwect Michigan'e Growing Campuses

A Region on the Rise, Southwest Michigan'e Population Your Money Goes Further fHere
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Southwest I\/\ichigan IS Western Michigan University 17,559
the place where Salprezes Vellsy Commmisy Cellegs 9143 Chicago and less than the national average.
. o0 Kellogg Community College 3,427
Generously sponsored by: individuals and Andrews University 3,021
: Lake Michigan Community College 2,919
E:ue gII;OSI‘Sj Jt[);J§|nesies Ctahn Southwestern Michigan College 2,044
LD ue Shie rive—together. Kalamazoo College 1,378 h Y YA . .
' v ] [ =
N Blue Care Network Albion College 1308 Who youll reach within a 45-minute drive
® of Michigan Glenn Oaks Community S/\o;lﬁgg - 1,252 Kalamazoo/Portage 1,058,768 o
e
Nonprofit corporations and independent licensees L : : ! Three Rivers 982,352
f the Bl Bl hield A it - - 0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000
ofthe Efua: Grass-ang Blus.ahiekl.a3seclation : students students students students students Cassopolis 965,254
‘ Buchannan 937,811
= 500 Students enrolled Dowagiac 921,003
Battle Creek 862,966
Albion 908,090
. i Paw Paw 847,095
| ,7__‘;- . | Benton Harbor/St. Joseph 760,610
B 7 ~ ‘ Vicksburg 703,660
. . 4/{/*:"’ " aE ' [y [ Sturgis 700,580
o - . . TR ‘ ’ South Haven 663,741
Y - Y : ‘ Coldwater 566,945
™ !:lifs.,,”[';’l—»f, Bronson 482,526
A I E - m EEEN =
EEEN | - SERIR S MHHII
L] . Pm’vaz‘e Um’am’zat:’on Eafec /lvai/ab/e édbOi’ FOFCB 21 FOI’t&(he 7000 companies 2, 400 MI‘/QS' of pristine freshwater
I\/\|ch|gan ranked 9th for TOp States with a headquarters or presence in lakeshores, with 56 miles of uninterrupted
Oor business Appleton-Oshkosh-Neenah, WI outhwest Michigan. Lake Michigan access.
— for B (CNBC) op , South h ke Mich
. Detriot-Warren-Ann Arbor, M|
QO Kalamazoo ranks #1in the U.S. for Sowling Green. KY 25 craft breweries throughout 39 museume throughout the seven
Z medical devices and pha rmaceu’ucal & ' Southwest Michigan. Take your pick from a county region, including the nationally
E— employment among mid-size ) ICago-INaperville-tigin, ark stout ale to a light Belgian brew. recognized Kalamazoo Institute of Arts.
ploy t g mid d MSA Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL dark le to a light Belgian b d Kal | fA
x Beaumont-Port Aurther, TX
Y Michigan is poised as the best state Fort Wayne, IN Eth bect siate to start a career 42,403 college students
for climate cha nge Michigan has resources for you to succeed This future talent is fostered at our nine
D Cleveland-Akron-Canton, OH $2 ?0/ along your career journey. different colleges throughout the region.
-0 /0
Michigan is the #1 state for fastest Prime Age Labor Force Participation .
; f nisar . . h Clarksville, TN g (ages 25-54) g 140 MI/QS' of existing and planned 60+ concerts per month across
oreign direct investment job growt o> , - .
Cedar Rapids-lowa Citv. [A non-motorist trails connecting Battle Creek Southwest Michigan. From classical to
. P - Y, 377’ 547 237’216 to South Haven. bluegrass, we've got it here.
olumbus, Total Labor Force

Michigan is the top state for energy
sector job growth

20

Southwect Michigan'e Economic Drivers

Factest Growing High-Wage Jobs in Sovthwest Michigan
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Mechanical Engineers
Respiratory Therapists
Financial Managers
Nurse Practitioners
Phyisican Assistants

Software Developers &

Civil/Electrical/Industrial/
Quiality Assurance Analysts

Prime Age Labor Force

Zhd fﬁft&ft average commute
time (21.4 minutes) for communities of a
similar size.

HA/(”W&}I befween Chicago and
Detroit, providing ample access to vibrant
markets and workforce.
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Michigan — A Climate Haven
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